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Program Goals

• Increase public access to 
water-based recreation

• Create family-friendly
water trails statewide

• Develop partnerships to 
manage, develop and 
improve water access sites

• Create sustainable nature 
tourism opportunities for 
community partners

• Promote habitat 
conservation



1999-2005: 7 Coastal Trails

• Lighthouse Lakes

• Christmas Bay

• Armand Bayou

• South Bay

• Port O’Connor

• Mustang Island

• Galveston Island 

State Park



Potential Community Partners

• Convention and visitors bureaus

• Chambers of commerce

• County commissioners

• Local river groups and liveries

• Texas Department of Transportation

• Local river authorities

• More!



General Texas Paddling Trail 

Criteria

• 4 - 12 mile segments 

• Public access and parking

• Natural or historical attractions 

• Adequate water quality, depth or river flows 

• Population center nearby



March 2006: First Inland Trail

Luling-Zedler Mill Paddling Trail



78 Texas Paddling Trails



141 Access Sites, 400+ GPS 

Coordinates, 642+ Miles of Trails!



Port O’Connor:

• 6 trails, 3 access sites

Seadrift:

• 1 trail, 4 access sites

Victoria:

• 4 trails, 6 access sites

Cuero:

• 1 trail, 3 access sites 

Goliad:

1 trail, 3 access sites

= 105.1 miles of trail from 

Cuero/Goliad to Port O’Connor



Examples of Access 

Improvements

• New public water 

access points

• New canoe/kayak 

boat ramps

• TPWD available to 

help communities 

determine best 

location and suggest 

improvements



Examples of Access 

Improvements

• Local site maintenance

• Improvements to existing 
boat launches

• Increased visibility, more 
sustainable use of land



Kiosk Consistency
• Provide interpretive materials for kiosks 

• Help with kiosk design specifications



OLD Interpretive Panel Design



NEW in 2019: 

Pre-fabricated 

Upright 

Kiosks

https://panniergraphics.com



NEW in 

2019:

Interpretive 

Panel 

Design



Trail Signage
• Provide official road signs for Texas Paddling Trails

• Work with community on additional signage



Trail Markers





Coastal Trail Markers



Local Marketing and 

Promotion Potential

• Organizations – paddle clubs, paddling 

trail committee, local instructors

• Annual events – flotillas, races, festivals

• Local promotion – table toppers, 

brochures, t-shirts, bumper stickers



Local Community 

Engagement Potential
• Annual events – local volunteerism through 

river/bay clean-ups, “adopt-a-waterway” 

potential, access site management, more!

• Local promotion – active promotion of 

waterways as a community asset, increase in 

tourism/business, sustainable economics for 

region

• New businesses – local rentals, tour guides, 

overnight lodging, complimentary attractions



Paddling Trails 

Rackcards

• Free to CVBs, 

Chambers, 

Tourist Offices 

and TXDOT 

TICs

• Explains how to 

navigate and 

use the 

Paddling Trails 

website



Web Promotion
• Promote paddling trails: web development, conservation 

and river ethics information, press releases, etc. 



Individual Trail Websites:



Magazine Advertising



Press Releases



Launching a Trail!
• Participate in any public meetings organized by the 

community partners

• Assist with official trail launch event!



General Trails Submission Process

• Submit TPT Application, working with TPWD 
staff as needed.

• Allow up to 3-6 months for application review. 
Certification could take 12-24 months.

• Receive acceptance email/letter/phone call or 
communication from TPWD staff on ways to 
improve your application.

• Meet in person after TPT acceptance and 
develop Partnership Agreement between 
TPWD and Community Partner. Schedule 
survey.
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