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AWBP Wintering Grounds Vision

Whooping Cranes have sufficient quality 

habitat to grow beyond 1000 individuals and 

250 breeding pairs, are downlisted from 

endangered to threatened, and are celebrated 

as an important economic and cultural asset to 

coastal Texas.



Conserve Essential Habitat for Whooping Cranes



www.learner.org

~ 30% of Whooping Crane 

habitat is under protection



Waters for Wildlife Program

Landowner Engagement



Landowner Engagement

• 95% Texas privately owned

• Large tracts under private ownership along the 

coast; sizeable federal and state tracts

• Landowner Survey to develop a “Coastal 

Management Strategies for Wildlife 

Conservation”

• Focus on properties that support 

current population of wintering 

Whooping Cranes



Information-Rich Dataset



Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes Ecoregion

Calhoun and Aransas Counties 



• 85% of public and private 
landowners with Whooping 
Cranes participated

• About 66% private with 
conservation easement

• About 55% encompassed all 
three habitat types (salt 
marsh, coastal prairie, 
woodland)

• 9 Management strategies, 6 
highlighted in brochure
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Feral Hog Management



Feral Hog Management

% Properties Active



Invasive Brush Management



Invasive Brush Management
% Properties Active



Powerline Markers



Powerline Markers

% Properties Active



Fresh Water Availability



Fresh Water Availability

% Properties Active



Game Feeders



Game Feeders
% Properties Active



Wildlife Safety Guidelines

% Properties Active



“It is both an honor and a serious responsibility 

to have Whooping Cranes live on our property. 

We wouldn’t want anything to happen to them 

anywhere, but especially when they are here 

with us.” 
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