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Bed and Banks Basics

* An authorization from the State of Texas to use the “Bed
and Banks” of a river as a natural pipeline to transport
privately developed groundwater

* Without a bed and banks authorization, discharges become
property of the State

* SAWS seeks to dedicate 50,000 af/yr for benefit of San
Antonio River and San Antonio Bay
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SAWS' Recycled
Water System
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Effluent Allocation

acre-feet
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Legislative Programs

To address flows in San Antonio and
Guadalupe River basins:

* 2001 - Senate Bill 2 Texas
Instream Flows Program

* 2007 - Senate Bill 3
Environmental Flows Program
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E-Flows
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SB3 Stakeholder
Work Plan

* Outlines voluntary
strategies to meet
instream flow
standards
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Regional Benefits




JanuaRyARBRR020 | makiNe san antonio \WATERFWL
Swan

Lake

Guadalupe River .-

3

Ranch O R

\ point /
(~.‘-." /' :

1\\

dlsperswn to bay

San_
Antonio ™
Water
System

“Dedicating Return Flows to the Bay . = o memmmemem oo Mga




January 23,2020 makiNG saN aNTonio \WATERFWL. |

TCEQ Process

* Staff review of application

* Declared administratively complete

* Public notice

* Opportunity for protest

* Executive Director makes recommendation
* Possible contested case hearing

* Commission decision

* Possible judicial review
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Bed and Banks Goals

* Add legal certainty to policy guidance

* Support SB 3 stakeholder strategies to ensure healthy rivers,
bays, and estuaries

— Authorization to use 50,000 acre-feet per year solely for instream flow

* Ensure San Antonio retains ownership and control of all
current and future groundwater based discharges

— Authorization to use remainder for any legal purpose (in the future)




