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Whooping Crane Use of Freshwater Ponds During 

Drought Conditions



Aransas National Wildlife Refuge – Salada 2



White-

tailed Deer

All Wildlife Need Fresh Water



Waterfowl

All Wildlife Need Fresh Water



Bald Eagle

All Wildlife Need Fresh Water



Large Alligator

Smaller Alligator

All Wildlife Need Fresh Water



Windmills Provide Water for 

Whooping Cranes & Wildlife



Windmills Provide Water for 
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Complications of Drought & 

Water Management
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Waters for Wildlife Funding 

Provided By

• Friends of ANWR, San Antonio Bay Foundation

• Texas State Aquarium Research Grant Program

• Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program

• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
• Aransas National Wildlife Refuge

• San Antonio Bay Partnership

• International Crane Foundation

• US Fish and Wildlife Service, Private Lands 

Program
• International Crane Foundation



Complications of Hurricanes & 

Water Management



Hurricane Harvey August 25, 2017





8 ft Port Aransas 

7.5 ft Port Bay

12.5 ft Blackjack 

Peninsula



Coastal Marshes Post-Harvey: Good Condition



Potential Impacts to Whooping 

Cranes & Wildlife: Fresh Water



Whooping Crane Use of Freshwater Ponds:
Freshwater Availability Post-Hurricane Harvey

Dry Hole E                    98° F 08 − 24 − 2017 12: 10

Day Before the Hurricane



Whooping Crane Use of Freshwater Ponds:
Freshwater Availability Post-Hurricane Harvey

Dry Hole E                    73° F 08 − 25 − 2017 18: 50

Hurricane Winds Approaching 

Afternoon


